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Even though neither type score nor production record
may be highly accurate in indicating performance ability, the
two considered together form a better guide than either
separately to real productivity over a lifetime ; but the more
the attention that is paid to one, the more the amount
of selection that can be applied to the other is restricted
(P. ?8).
The limitations of the performance tests discussed above
have to be borne in mind when uses of the records are con-
sidered. The main uses fall into two groups, (a) Records
provide an objective basis for selecting animals to form an
elite group within the breed. Some form of selective registra-
tion no doubt applies very generally among the breeds of all
classes of stock, in that where any option remains to the
breeder as to whether he registers a young animal or not, he
tends only to register those obviously of breed type. Where
points of disqualification are laid down in breed standards,
selective registration is fairly definite and can cut across
productive characters. Exceptions to the general situation
are found, for example, in Thoroughbreds, where all foals
must be recorded in the Stud Book, and also among those
breeds where there is a real or an artificially-stimulated
demand for breeding stock, so that all animals with the
appropriate parentage can be and are registered.
Selective registration is a form of official mass selection,
which, if it were conducted according to absolute standards
accurately indicating breeding value, would eliminate all
individuals falling below a certain performance level; it
would then tend to increase the intensity of any selection
for desirable genes and hence the rate of improvement within
the breed, though the acceleration in improvement by
selection alone would only be slight* (Fairly strict selection
has been carried out for the " saddle " pattern in the Wessex
Saddleback pig, but has got practically nowhere.) If all
possibly eligible animals were submitted for registration, it
would involve the admission of some useful animals which
would not otherwise be registered and thus help to contribute
some desirable genes to the available store. However, the
standards in practice would not be so rigid as to exclude all
the animals deemed below the minima; the accuracy of the